Lesson 3: What is a Republican Government? 
We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution
Upper Elementary Grades
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Student Book
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Purpose of Lesson
This lesson will help you understand why the Founders thought a republican form of government was best. You will also learn about civic virtue and the common welfare. 
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The Founders studied history
The Founders studied the history of governments. They were very interested in what they read about the government of the Roman Republic. It was located in what is now the country of Italy. The Roman Republic existed more than 2,000 years before our nation began. 
The Founders liked what they read about the Roman Republic. They learned some important ideas from their study of the government of ancient Rome. They used some of these ideas when they created our government.
What is a republican government?
The government of Rome was called a republican government. The Founders read that republican government was one in which: 
· The power of government is held by the people. 
· The people give power to leaders they elect to represent them and serve their interests. 
· The representatives are responsible for helping all the people in the country, not just a few people. 
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Vocabulary terms
· Representatives: people elected to act for others > 
· interests: those things which are to a person's benefit 
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[image: What are the advantages of republican government?]What are the advantages of republican government?
The Founders thought a republican government was the best kind of government they could choose for themselves. They believed that the advantages of republican government were: 


· Fairness. They believed that laws made by the representatives they elected would be fair. If their representatives did not make fair laws, they could elect others who would. 
· Common welfare. The laws would help everyone instead of one person or a few favored people. 
· Freedom and prosperity. People would have greater freedom and be able to live well. 
[image: What is the common welfare?]What is the common welfare?
When a government tries to help everyone in a country, we say it is serving the common welfare. The common welfare is what is good for everyone in the country, not just a few people. 
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Problem solving
Your interests and the common welfare
How do you decide what the common welfare is? When should you give up your own interests to do something that is good for everyone? Each person has to answer this question for himself or herself. The following exercise will help you do this. 
Work in groups of about three to five students. Each group should discuss the following questions. Be prepared to explain your group's answers to the class.
1. Describe a situation in which you think you should try to help others instead of just doing what you want for yourself. 
2. Explain a situation in which you think you should do something for yourself instead of trying to help others. 
3. Sometimes people disagree about what is the best thing for everyone. Describe a situation where this might happen. How do you think such disagreements should be settled? 
4. Describe some things your government does to help everyone in the country. What other things could your government do? Why? 
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[image: What is civic virtue?]What is civic virtue?
When you work to help others and promote the common welfare, you are showing civic virtue. The Founders thought civic virtue was important for a republican government. People with civic virtue are interested in having the government help all the people. 

The Founders thought it was necessary to teach children the importance of helping others. Young people learned about civic virtue in their homes, schools, and churches. Adults also heard about civic virtue from their religious and political leaders.
The Founders thought a republican government would work in our country. They believed most of the people had civic virtue. They thought the people would select leaders who would work for the common welfare.

[image: http://www.civiced.org/images/shapes/redrule.gif]
Reviewing and using the lesson
1. What is republican government? 
2. Define "common welfare." Give examples of how your school helps the common welfare. 
3. Define "civic virtue." Give examples of people with civic) virtue in your school and community. 
4. Where was civic virtue taught in early America? 
5. Describe a situation in which your interests might conflict with the common welfare. 
6. Explain these terms: republican government, representative, interests, common welfare, civic virtue. 
[image: Where was civic virtue taught in early America?]
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